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HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS BILLS  2018 
February 15, 2018 

 
S=Support; O=Oppose; M=Monitor 
 
OFFICE OF HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS 
 
(S) HB1746, Relating to Individual Housing Accounts.  Increases the cap amounts of 
the tax deduction for individual housing accounts. Authorizes use of funds to obtain 
rental housing. Authorizes maintenance of accounts in a community development 
financial institution. Repeals requirements for the payment of taxes on distributions used 
for the purchase of a first principal residence. (HB1746 HD1) 2/3/18 House Committee 
on HSG passed with amendment 
 
(S) HB1999, Training:  Native Hawaiian and Hawaiian Rights:  Office of Hawaiian 
Affairs, Requires certain government decision-makers at the state and county levels to 
attend a training course on native Hawaiian and Hawaiian Rights.  2/6/18,. OMRH passed 
with amendment HB1999 HD1. 
 
(S) HB1745, SB2134 OHA Package; Cultural Training; State and County Officials.  
Requires certain additional government decision-makers at both the state and county 
levels to complete the OHA training courses on Native Hawaiian and Hawaiian rights 
established by Act 169, SLH 2015.  2/6/18, OMRH passed with amendments. 
 
(S) SB1303, Relating to Office of Hawaiian Affairs Elections, proposes to change the 
method by which candidates for the Office of Hawaiian Affairs Board of Trustees 
at-large seats without residency requirements are elected.  The current method awards 
the top three vote getters to get these seats.  The proposal would require a separation of 
the seats with specific qualifications necessary to run for each seat.  A copy of the bill can 
be found at capitol.hawaii.gov.  2/8/18 Senate Committee on Hawaiian Affairs passed 
with amendments.  HAC will write letter to Judiciary Committee to request hearing. 
When hearing is held, HAC will support with amendment to include term limits not 
to exceed three terms (12 years). 
 
(M) HB118, HD2, Relating to Hawaiian Affairs, amends the qualifications for 
election or appointment as an OHA Trustee to include that a person is not 
registered as a lobbyist within one year of filing nomination papers  2/17 Referred to 
JUD.  Carried over from 2017. 
 
(O) SB 435, Relating to the Office of Hawaiian Affairs, would allow the OHA Board 
of Trustees to appoint a deputy administrator, chief operating officer, and corporation 
counsel by a majority vote and removal for cause by a two-thirds vote.  In essence, this 
bill would take away this authority now vested with the OHA CEO.  Deferred in 2017, 
but reintroduced in 2018.  HAC position:  Oppose; undermines authority of OHA CEO. 
 
(M) HB865, HD2, Grants OHA employees collective bargaining rights. Gives OHA 
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voting rights as a public employer.   Carryover from 2017.   
 
(S) HB1746/SB 2135, Increases the cap amounts of the tax deduction for individual 
housing accounts. Authorizes use of funds to obtain rental housing. Authorizes 
maintenance of accounts in a community development financial institution. Repeals 
requirements for the payment of taxes on distributions used for the purchase of a first 
principal residence. (HB1746 HD1) .  2/6, OMH passed with amendments; 2/9 reported 
from OMH s amended in HD1; passed second reading and referred to HSB.  2/13:  Hsg 
passed with amendments.  SB2135 no hearing yet. 
 
LAND/PUBLIC LAND TRUST 

(S) HB 1747, SB 2136, OHA Package; Public Land Trust; Pro Rata Share; DLNR; 
Appropriation.  Establishes $35,000,000 as the Office of Hawaiian Affairs’ pro rate 
share of the public land trust.  Transfers $119,000 less certain funds to the OHA for 
underpayment of the public land trust funds for 7/1/12 to 6/30/18.  Requires DLNR to 
provide an annual accounting of receipts from lands described in section 5(f) of the 
Admissions Act.  Establishes a committee to recommend the annual amount of the 
income and proceeds from the public land trust that the OHA shall receive annually.  
Appropriates funds.  2/6/18, OMRH passed  HB1747 with amendments. Senate 
committees WTL, JDC and HWN passed with amendment. 

(S) HB 1985HD1, Land Use; Public Lands.  Requires DLNR to provide an annual 
report to the Legislature with information regarding the value and status of public 
lands under chapter 173A, HRS.  2/6/18, Water and Land and OMRH passed with (S) 

(S) HB908, Relating To The Right Of First Refusal For The Disposition Of 
Remnants.  Provides the office of Hawaiian affairs with the right of first refusal for 
any disposition of public lands classified as remnants.   Carry over from 2017. 

(O)  HB2199, Public Lands:  Lease Restrictions; Ceded Lands; Reports.  Limits the 
term of public land leases, including extensions, to no more than 85 years.  Increases 
the term of specified leases, including the initial and extension periods, upon a 
showing of significant economic hardship, to 75 years.  Requires BLNR to submit 
annual reports to the Legislature regarding the status of public lands, including 
ceded lands and lands that can be immediately leased for agriculture or affordable 
housing.  HAC Opposition:  Do not wish to extend time for public lands leases; 
especially concerned about locking in lease fees.  

(S) HB2613, HD1, Making an appropriation for He’eia National Estuarine Research 
Reserve. Appropriates funds for fiscal year 2018-2019 to maintain the initial staff 
positins that are necessary to develop and manage the He’eia National Estuarine Research 
Reserve and its programs.  2/14, Passed second reading  as amended in HD1 and referred 
to FIN.   
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(M) HB860 HD1, Provides that where a quiet title action involves kuleana land, at the 
request of a defendant or defendants, the court shall order mandatory mediation or 
consolidation of separate actions, respectively; defendant's access to the land for native 
Hawaiian cultural and traditional practices shall not be extinguished or alienated; and 
plaintiff shall not recover cost, expenses, or attorney's fees. (HB860 HD1) 3/9.  Referred 
to JDL.  Carryover from 2017. 

(M) HB1450, Requires that claimants seeking to quiet title of kuleana land shall own 
more than 50% of the land.  Carryover from 2018 
 
(S) HB120, Hawaiian Affairs; DLNR; Trails.  Requires the DLNR to recognize the 
entire Ala Loa trail on Kauai as a state trail (HB120 HD2)  Carryover from 2018. 
 
MAUNAKEA  
 
(S)	SB2325 – RELATING TO MAUNA KEA.  Requires the auditor to conduct a 
forensic financial audit of leases, agencies, and other activities related to Mauna Kea. 
Report to the legislature. 

(M)	SB2865/HB2047 – RELATING TO THE INSTITUTE FOR ASTRONOMY.  
Transfers administrative authority, personnel, and facilities for the University of Hawaii 
Institute for Astronomy currently located at the University of Hawaii at Manoa to the 
University of Hawaii at Hilo. 2/15, Public hearing scheduled.on SB2865.  2/1 HED 
deferred HB 2047. 

(M)	SB3090 – RELATING TO GOVERNMENT.  Establishes the Mauna Kea 
Management Authority. Limits the number of telescopes that may be authorized on 
Mauna Kea. Authorizes the renegotiation of leases, subleases, easements, permits, and 
licenses pertaining to Mauna Kea. Requires that revenue derived from activities on 
Mauna Kea be shared with the Office of Hawaiian Affairs. Excludes Mauna Kea lands 
from the definition of “public lands.” Provides for free access to Mauna Kea for 
traditional cultural purposes.  2/14, HRE and WTL passed with amendment. The 
committee(s) on WAM will hold a public decision making on 02-22-18 10:10AM in 
conference room 211. 
 
(M)	HB1767 – RELATED TO MOTOR VEHICLES.  Prohibits access to Mauna Kea 
Science Reserve and Waipio valley, except through the use of a low-gear four-wheel 
drive vehicle. Requires tours of the Mauna Kea Science Reserve and Waipio valley to 
obtain a certification for Hawaii’s professional tour guides. Authorizes the counties and 
UH to appointment individuals to enforce the restrictions. 2/13 JUD passed with 
amendments. 

(M)	HB1565 – RELATING TO SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY RESEARCH 
Establishes science and technology research subzones and an approval process for future 
research facilities that incorporates alternative dispute resolution principles. 
Companion:   2/7 The committees on EDB recommend that the measure be HELD. 
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DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS 
 
(M) SB2424/HB2473 DHHL; Hawaii Housing Finance and Development 
Corporation; Micro Housing; Tiny Homes; Appropriation.  Authorizes the 
construction and use of micro housing units on Hawaiian Home Lands managed by 
DHHL, notwithstanding zoning laws, permit provisions, and building codes.  Authorizes 
the use of the Hawaiian home loan fund and Hawaiian home general fund for assistance 
in purchasing or renting micro housing units for use on Hawaiian home lands managed 
by DHHL and leased to beneficiaries.  Makes an appropriation to the Hawaii housing 
finance and development corporation for construction f micro housing units, subject to 
certain conditions, and to build general organizational capacity of native Hawaiian-
controlled nonprofit housing developers. 2/6/18, OMRH passed HN2473 with 
amendment. 2/6, Senate Committees on Hawaiian Affairs and Housing passed with 
amendment. 
 
(M) SB2717/HB1722, DHHL; Cesspools; Upgrade, Conversion, or Connections; 
Grant Program; Appropriation.  Establishes a grant program and special fund to assist 
beneficiaries on Hawaiian home lands with cesspool upgrade or conversion costs.  
Establishes that a recipient of a cesspool upgrade grant shall not be eligible for the 
cesspool upgrade, conversion, or connection income tax credit.  Appropriates moneys for 
the grant program.  2/14.  Committees on HWN and CPH passed with amendments. 2/6 
HWN passed with amendments.  2/9 HB1722 Passed Second Reading as amended in HD 
1 and referred to the committee(s) on EEP/WAL 

(S) HB1746, OHA Package; Individual Housing Accounts; Tax Deduction.  Increases 
the cap amounts of the tax deduction for individual housing accounts.  Authorizes certain 
funds from an individual housing account to be used to obtain rental housing.  Authorizes 
the accounts to be placed in a community development financial institution.  Repeals 
requirements for the payment of taxes on distributions used for the purchase of a first 
principal residence or to secure rental housing.  2/6/18, OMRH passed with amendments. 

(M) SB2984,/HB2464 DHHL; Lessees; Waitlists.  Excludes from any waiting list 
maintained by the DHHL any lessee or successor who sells or transfer their lease on 
a tract of Hawaiian Home Lands.  2/6/18, OMRH passed with amendment; and 
scheduled to be heard by JUD on 2/15.   2/6, Senate Committee on Hawaiian Affairs 
passed with amendment.  (HAC mana’o, defer to Homesteaders testimony) 

(M) SB2557, Hawaiian Homes Commission Act; Hawaiian Home Lands; 
Successors; Blood Quantum; Adopted Children.  Allows Hawaiian homestead lessees 
who meet the minimum Hawaiian blood quantum requirement who have adopted 
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children to pass their homestead lease to their adopted children.  2/6, Senate Committee 
on Hawaiian Affairs passed with amendment.  (HAC mana’o, defer to Homesteaders 
testimony) 

(S) SB2782/HB2355 DHHL; Disclosure of Government Records.  Specifies certain 
records of the DHHL are not required to be publicly disclosed or made open to inspection 
pursuant to public records requests and may be discussed during an executive meeting of 
the Hawaiian Homes Commission. 2/6, Senate Committee on Hawaiian Affairs passed 
unamended.  2/6 HB 2355 passed second reading as amended in HD 1 and referred to 
JUD. 

(S) HB2355, Relating to Personal Privacy.  Specifies certain records of the DHHL are 
not required to be publicly disclosed or made open to inspection pursuant to public 
records requests and may be discussed during an executive meeting of the Hawaiian 
Homes Commission.  2/6/18, OMRH passed with amendments 

(M) SB849, SD2, HD1, Reduces the minimum Hawaiian blood quantum 
requirement of certain successors to lessees of Hawaiian home lands from one-
quarter to one thirty-second.  (Note:  While there was some attempt to expand SB849 
to include transfers and a provision that any beneficiary who transfers by sale or gift any 
lease shall not be placed on the wait list again and shall be prohibited from purchasing 
another lease, SD2, HD1 applies only to successors).  Carry over from 2017. 

(M) HB1093, Hawaiian Home Lands; Lease Successors.  Lowers the required blood 
quantum to one thirty-second Hawaiian for the lessee’s relatives currently eligible to 
succeed to a lease with one-quarter Hawaiian including a lessee’s husband, wife, 
children, grandchildren, brothers, or sisters.  Carryover from 2017. 

(M) SB959/HB1093, Relating To The Qualification Of Successors To Lessees Under 
The Hawaiian Homes Commission Act, 1920, As Amended. Carry over from 2017. 

(M) HB372, Relating to the Dept of Hawaiian Home Lands, establishes a working 
group to address and provide findings and recommendations regarding issues that 
beneficiaries of the DHHL on Hawaii island face relating to the financing and 
insuring of homes. Carryover from 2017. 
 
(S) SB641/HB846, Amends the membership of the commission on water resource 
management to add the chairperson of the Hawaiian homes commission or the 
chairperson's designee to serve as an ex officio voting member. Carryover from 2017. 
 
(S) SB642, Allows the department of Hawaiian home lands to retain independent 
legal counsel as needed. Authorizes the department of Hawaiian home lands to use the 
services of the attorney general as needed and when the interests of the State and the 
department of Hawaiian home lands are aligned. Provides that funds owed to independent 
legal counsel shall be paid by the attorney general.  Carryover from 2017. 
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(M) HB1094, HD1 and SB 961Amends the Hawaiian Homes Commission Act to 
reduce the number of commissioners that are residents of the city and county of 
Honolulu and adds a commissioner from the island of Lanai. SB 961 reintroduced in 
2018 as HB1095. 
 
 
 
 
 
KAHOOLAWE ISLAND RESERVE COMMISSION 
 
(S) HB 2594, Relating to the Kahoolawe Island Reserve Commission.  Appropriates 
funds for the Kaho’olawe Island Reserve Commission to restore, preserve, and determine 
the appropriate uses of Kaho’olawe island, and to fund one full-time equivalent 
permanent position for the KIRC.  2/6/18:  OMRH and WAL passed as amended and 
referred to FIN. 2/14  Passed Second Reading as amended in HD 1 and referred to the 
committee(s) on FIN. 
 
(O) HB622, HD1, Relating to the Public Trust Land, Authorizes the BLNR 
Chairperson to transfer public land trust funds to the Kaho‘olawe Rehabilitation 
Trust Fund. Authorizes the Office of Hawaiian Affairs to expend public land trust funds 
for purposes consistent with those of the Kaho‘olawe Rehabilitation Trust Fund.  
Carryover from 2017. 
 
(M) SB1234, Corrects an error in the Supplemental Appropriations Act of 2016 to 
clarify that the Kaho‘olawe island reserve commission is affiliated with the county 
of Maui, rather than the county of Hawaii.  Carryover from 2017. 
 
‘AHA MOKU, AGRICULTURE, ENVIRONMENT 
 

(S) HB2712 HD1, SB2930, Relating to Underground Storage Tanks.  Requires, on or 
before 9/1/2018, that the Dept of Health adopt rules for underground storage tanks 
and tank systems to conform with certain federal regulations and that include 
additional requirements for field-constructed underground storage tanks and tank 
systems. 2/14 HHS deferred HB2712 HD1.  2/15 AEN/PSM committees recommended 
passage of SB2930, SD1 on second reading and referral to CPH.   

(S) HB2264, Relating to the Environment.  Prohibits the sale, offer for sale, or 
distribution for sale of non-prescription SPF sunscreen products containing 
octinoxate or oxybenzone.  2/6/18:  House Committee on Energy & Environmental 
Protection deferred this measure. 

(S) HB 2723, HD1 Relating to Preserving Coral Reefs.  Prohibits the sale of sunscreen 
containing oxybenzone, unless the sunscreen is a prescription drug.  2/6/18, the 
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Committee on Energy & Environmental Protection, passed this measure with 
amendment. 

(S) SB2571, SD1 Relating to Water Pollution, Bans the sale, offer of sale, or 
distribution in the State of any SPF sunscreen protection personal care product that 
contains oxbenzone or octinoxate or both, without a medically-licensed prescription.  
2/7, Committee on WTL and AEN meeting.  2/7/18, Senate Committee on Water and 
Land and Committee on Agriculture and Environment passed with amendment. 2/15 
Reported from WTL/AEN with recommendation of passage on second reading as 
amended (SD1) and referral to CPH. 

(S) HB2612, Relating to the Environment.  Directs the Dept of Health to conduct a 
statewide study of sewage contamination in near shore marine areas.  2/6/18.  House 
Committee on Energy & Environmental Protection passed with amendments. 2/14 HHS 
passed with amendment. 

(S) HB 2156 HD1, and SB2307 Relating to the Hawaii Farm to School Program.  
Authorizes the DOE to establish a farm to school program.  Requires the farm to 
school coordinator in the Dept of Agriculture to work in collaboration with the DOE 
on any farm to school program.  Establishes two FTE farm to school staff positions 
within the DOE.  2/14, AGR passed HB2156 HD1 with amendments; no hearing on 
SB2307. 
 
(M) HB 893, SB870, Hunting on Private Lands; Written Permission.  Requires 
hunter to obtain written permission from landowners, occupiers, or holders of 
private lands to hunt on private lands.  Does not affect Native Hawaii gathering 
rights. (Carry over from 2017.) (HAC is seeking advice of NHLC) 

(S) SB640, SD2, HD1 Establishes a pilot project at Makua beach and Hawaii island 
to designate areas in public parks for planting and growing coconut trees for 
Hawaiian traditional and customary gathering practices. Appropriates funds for the 
pilot project.  (Carryover from 2017) 

(M) SB351, SD1 Amends various provisions related to the aha moku advisory 
committee, including oversight designation, reimbursement expenses, and 
budgetary requirements. Appropriates funds to support the mission of the aha 
moku advisory committee. (Carryover from 2017) 
 
(M) HB231, HD1, Clarifies that the Aha Moku Advisory Committee is placed within 
DLNR for administrative purposes only. Requires DLNR to provide budgetary and 
administrative support to the Committee. Allows the Special Land and Development 
Fund to be used for authorized expenses incurred by the Committee. Appropriates 
funds. (HB231 HD1)  (Carryover from 2017) 
. 
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(S) SB228, Making an Appropriation for Research, Development, Marketing, and 
Conservation of ‘Ulu.  Appropriates funds for the research, development, marketing, 
and conservation of ‘ulu.  (Carryover from 2017) 

(M) HB998, Relating to Bottomfish.  Requires any rule adopted by DLNR that restricts 
the fishing of bottomfish to include peer-reviewed scientific evidence that establishes the 
environmental necessity of the rule. (Carryover from 2017) 

 
 
 
 
 
CULTURE 
 

(S) HB1744, SB2133 OHA Package:  Counties; Hawaiian Cultural Reserves.  
Requires the counties to provide for the establishment of Hawaiian cultural reserves 
as a condition of approval and development of certain types of subdivisions and 
condominium property regimes on agricultural and rural lands that include the 
construction of dwellings.  2/15:  No hearing yet on HB1744.  2/8:  Senate Committees 
on HA, AEN, and PSB passed with amendment. (Note carryover bill from 2017 is 
HB1998) 

(O) SB2952, HB2226, Queen Lili’uokalani Day; Labor Day.  Establishes Queen 
Lili’uokalani Day on the first Monday in the month of September each year, rather 
than on September 2, in order to coincide with Labor Day.  2/9/18:  House OMH 
deferred.    2/8, Senate Committee on HWN recommended measure be passed, 
unamended.  2/15 Reported from HWN with recommendation of passage on second 
reading and referral to JDC. 

(S) SB2581, King Kamehameha Commission; Members; Executive Director.  
Increases the number of members on the King Kamehameha celebration 
commission from thirteen to fifteen.  Establishes an executive director to be 
appointed by the commission. 2/15 Reported from HWN/JDC with recommendation of 
passage on second reading and referral to WAM. 
 
(S) SB2580 HB2517 King Kamehameha Celebration Commission; Executive 
Director; Appropriations.  Appropriates funds to the Dept of Accounting and 
General services to establish one full-time equivalent (1.0 FTE) position for the 
executive director of the King Kamehameha Celebration Commission.  
Appropriates funds to fund the costs incurred by the annual King Kamehameha 
Day celebration events.   
2/15, Reported from HWN/JDC (Stand. Com. Rep. No. 2353) with recommendation of 
passage of SB2580 on Second Reading and referral to WAM. 2/15:  No hearing 
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scheduled for HB2517.  (Note:  SB3036, SB 3045, SB601 King Kamehameha 
Celebration Commission were 2017 bills) 
 
(S)HB2287, SB2078 Relating to Pueo Research, Appropriates funds for the department 
of land and natural resources to conduct, in collaboration with the University of Hawaii 
college of tropical agriculture and human resources, a two-year breeding ecology study 
and two-year foraging ecology study on the pueo on Oahu.  2/15 No hearing on HB2287 
yet scheduled.  2/8 SB2078 Reported from AEN/WTL/HRE (Stand. Com. Rep. No. 
2363) with recommendation of passage on Second Reading and referral to WAM. 
 
(M) HB2629, Relating to the Habitat Conservation Preserve.  Requires the 
University of Hawaii to establish a habitat conservation preserve at its West Oahu 
campus.  2/15:  No hearing yet scheduled. 
 
(M) SB1041, Film; Digital Media Industry; Tax Credit; Hawaiian Culture and 
History.  Requires that any production claiming the Motion Picture, Digital Media, 
and Film Production Income Tax Credit provide evidence of consideration of 
cultural and environmental sensitivities in Hawaii and hire or contract for the 
services of cultural, historical, or language experts.  Extends the sunset date of the 
Motion Picture, Digital Media, and Film Production Income Tax Credit until 
January 1, 2024.  (Carryover from 2017) 
 
(O) SB1063 HB 1486 Reallocates $1,000,000 from the transient accommodations tax 
revenues for the operation of a Hawaiian center and the museum of Hawaiian music 
and dance at the Hawaii convention center to improving community infrastructure 
of Native Hawaiian communities, including parks and open spaces in the three 
predominantly Native Hawaiian communities of Waianae, Waimanalo, and 
Molokai; provided that the improvements include creating safe space for health 
promotion activities and physical activity, and creating a Native Hawaiian sense of 
place.  (Carryover from 2017) 

(M) HB334, SB486 Maui County Package; La Ku’oko’a Day; Non-state holiday.  
Designates November 28 of each year as “La Ku’oko’a”, not constituting a state 
holiday, to celebrate the historical recognition of independence of the Kingdom of 
Hawaii.  (Carryover from 2017) 

(M) SB697, State Tree; Ohia Lehua.  Designates the ohia lehua tree as the official 
tree of the state. (Carryover from 2017) 

(M) SB55,  SD1, Relating to Hawaiian Affairs.  Proposed SD1:  Designates kalo as 
the official state food dish.  Designates the month of June as “Lu’au Month” in 
Hawaii. Reintroduced in 2018. 
 
(M) HB2494, Relating to the State Beverage.  Establishes and designates ‘awa made 
from Piper methysticum as the official state beverage.  2/15:  No hearing yet 
scheduled. 
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(M) SB2863, Penal Code; Criminal Property Damage; Property Holding Cultural or 
Historical Significance to Native Hawaiians.  Amends the crimes of criminal 
property damage in the first, second, and third degrees to include damage to 
property holding cultural or historical significance to Native Hawaiians according to 
the dollar value of the damaged property.  2/13 The committee(s) on HWN 
recommend(s) that the measure be PASSED, WITH AMENDMENTS.  HAC seeking 
comments from NHLC. 
 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND LABOR 
 
(S) HB2243, Small Business; Study; Hui ‘Imi Advisory Council; OHA; Economic 
Development.  Reconvenes and repurposes the Hui ‘Imi advisory council and 
requires the advisory council to conduct a study on the state of Hawaiian small 
business in Hawaii and to submit a report of its findings to the legislature. 
2/14 Passed Second Reading as amended in HD 1 and referred to the committee(s) on 
FIN with none voting aye with reservations; none voting no (0) and Representative(s) 
Souki excused (1). 
 
(M) HB1627 HD1/SB2362, Relating to Minimum Wage.  Repeals exemption 
authorizing compensation of impaired individuals at less than minimum wage.  
2/6/18:  House Committee on Labor & Public Employment, passed with 
amendment.  2/15, Reported from LAB (Stand. Com. Rep. No. 451-18) as amended in 
HD 1, recommending passage on Second Reading and referral to FIN. 2/15, no hearing 
on SB2362 
 
(S) SB2291, HB2423.  Relating to Minimum Wage.  Increases the minimum wage to 
$12.25 per hour in 2019 and $15 per hour in 2020.  Repeals language allowing the hourly 
wage of a tipped employee to be increased on account of tips.  Requires the Dept of 
Labor and Industrial Relations to annually calculate the adjusted minimum wage rate to 
the nearest five cents using the Honolulu region CPI-W. 2/15 SB2291 Reported from 
LBR (Stand. Com. Rep. No. 2355) with recommendation of passage on Second Reading 
and referral to WAM.  HB 2523 no hearing yet scheduled.   
 
(S) HB2497 HD1 SB2928 SD1 Establishes a farm to school grant pilot program 
within he Department of Agriculture to provide grants to participants in the Hawaii 
farm to school program. Requires the Farm to School Coordinator to report to the 
Legislature. Makes appropriations. (HB2497 HD1)  2/9 Passed Second Reading as 
amended in HD 1 and referred to the committee(s) on EDN.  2/9 Reported from 
AEN/EDU (Stand. Com. Rep. No. 2370) with recommendation of passage on Second 
Reading, as amended (SD 1 to SB2928) and referral to WAM. 
 
EDUCATION 
 
(S) HB2685, HD2, Relating to Hawaiian Education.  Approriates funds for the 
Office of Hawaiian Education of the Dept of Education to continue the Hawaiian 
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Studies Program in schools as determined by the Office of Hawaiian Education. 2/15 
OMH passed with amendment and referral to FIN 
 
(S) SB2779,HB2352 Board membership; Permits.  Increase membership on the 
Hawaii Teacher Standards Board to include a member of the Native Hawaiian 
Education Council and a non-voting public university student teacher.  Clarify that 
a permit is required for non-licensed teachers in serving in public schools.  2/13 
Senate Committees on HWN and HRE passed with amendments.  2/14 House EDN 
passed with amendment. 
 
(S) HB2501, Relating to the University of Hawaii Community College Promise 
Program.  Establishes the UH Community College Promise Program to provide 
scholarships for the unmet direct cost needs of qualified students enrolled at any 
community college campus of the UH system.  Appropriates funds to establish and 
implement the program.  2/13 The committees on HED recommend that the measure be 
PASSED, WITH AMENDMENTS.  
 
(S) SB848, SD2, HD2, HB950 Expands the Hawaiian Language College's functions. 
Authorizes a Hawaiian language medium general education coursework pilot 
project. Supports the development of an implementation plan for Hawaiian 
language instruction throughout the University of Hawaii System. Requires the 
University of Hawaii to report to the Legislature each year with information about 
efforts to implement education taught through the Hawaiian language. (SB848 HD2)  
(Carryover from 2017) 
 
(S) HB950, SB848 Establish the Hawaiian language university college as an 
autonomous entity within the University of Hawaii system to be located at the UH at 
Hilo HAC supported with comments to encourage the UH Manoa and UH Hilo to 
coordinate plans to assure the expansion of delivery of educational courses for 
higher level course work in Hawaiian throughout the UH system. (Carryover from 
2017)   
 
(M) SB466 SD1/HB336, Relating to the Per-Pupil Funding System for Public 
Charter Schools.  Requires the Legislative Reference Bureau to conduct a study on 
the non-facility general fund per pupil funding system for public charter schools, to 
determine whether the system fulfills its statutory purpose of equalizing operational 
funding among the State’s public schools. (Carryover from 2017) 
 
 HEALTH 
 
(M) HB2184,HD 1 Relating to the Licensure of Midwives.  Establishes the criteria 
for licensure of midwives by the Dept of Commerce and Consumer Affairs.  
Provides for interim rules for continuing education requirements, standards of 
professional conduct, prescriptive authority, and penalties for violation.  2/6/18, 
House Committee on Health & Human Services passed with amendments. Papa Ola 
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Lokahi is following this measure.  I did not see testimony from them or from any 
Native Hawaiian medical organizations, such as Queens or the UH Medical Center. 
The committee(s) on CPC recommend(s) that the measure be deferred 
 
(S) SB2320 SD1 Relating to an Undergraduate Health Sciences Academy.  
Establishes an undergraduate health sciences academy to be administered by the 
University of Hawaii West O’ahu to increase recruitment and retention of Native 
Hawaiian, Pacific Islander, and first generation college students.  2/9 HRE/HWN 
passed SB2320 SD1 on second reading and referral to WAM. 
 
(S) SB 1315 that would require all health benefits plans to include coverage for 
Native Hawaiian culture-based activities, including but not limited to canoe 
paddling, hula, and lua, that have empirically shown to be effective in the 
management of weight, cardiovascular health, diabetes, and chronic kidney disease. 
Carryover from 2017) 
 
(S) SB1314 Creates an office of Native Hawaiian health within the department of 
health. Establishes the Native Hawaiian health fund. Allocates a percentage of the 
transient accommodations tax to be deposited into the Native Hawaiian health fund.  
No hearing held in 2017. Carryover from 2017) 
 
(S) SB1304 SD1 Establishes the Native Hawaiian health advisory council in the 
office of health equity to provide guidance to the governor and legislature on issues 
that impact Native Hawaiians and their communities. Requires the council to 
establish, update, and maintain a directory or registry of Native Hawaiian 
professionals and leaders for governor-appointed positions. (SD1). Carryover from 
2017) 
 
(S) HB1542, SB1294 UH; Health Sciences; Native Hawaiians; Pacific Islanders; 
Appropriation.  Establishes an undergraduate health sciences academy at the 
University of Hawaii to increase recruitment and retention of Native Hawaiian, 
Pacific Islander, and first generation college students.  Requires the UH at West 
O’ahu to submit a report to the legislature regarding educational outcomes.  Makes 
an appropriation.  SB1294 reintroduced in 2018.  SB2320 also introduced. 
(Carryover from 2017) 
 
HOMELESS 
 
(S) HB2021, SB2330 Relating to Homeless Individuals with Severe Mental Illness.  
Requires the Dept of Human Service, in consultation with the Dept of Health to 
establish a pilot project to operate a facility to provide shelter and mentalhealth 
treatment for homeless individuals with severe mental illness who are subject to 
court-ordered involuntary hospitalization to a psychiatric facility.  2/14 Passed HB 
2021 HD1 on second reading as amended in HD1 and referred to the committee on FIN. 
2/15 Decision making by CPH and HOU on SB 2330 today. 
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(S) HB2154, Relating to Human Services.  Authorizes healthcare providers, non-
profits, and faith based organizations to assist in providing the supplemental 
nutrition assistance program (SNAP) applications to prospective applicants in order 
to increase SNAP participation in Hawaii. 2/13 Passed second reading as amended in 
HD 1 and referred to the committee on FIN. 
 
(S) HB1766 HD1, SB2873, Relating to Homelessness.  Appropriates funds to the 
Hawaii Public Housing Authority for public housing improvements and renovations, and 
to administer a Rent Supplement Program.  Appropriates funds to the Dept of Human 
Services to administer the Housing First, Rapid Rehousing, and Family Assessment 
Center programs and conduct outreach.  Appropriates funds to the Dept of Health to 
conduct outreach and counseling and administer the Law Enforcement Assisted 
Diversion Pilot Project.(Funds multiple homelessness programs such as Outreach, 
Housing First, and Rapid Rehousing.  It also funds public housing improvements and 
creates a pilot program that provides small subsidies to families that need just a slight 
economic boost to get out of homelessness.)   2/15 Reported from HSG/HHS (Stand. 
Com. Rep. No. 474-18) as amended in HD 1, recommending passage on Second Reading 
and referral to FIN.  No hearing yet on SB2873. 
 
JUDICIARY 
 
(S) (M) HB2243 HD1 Small Business; Study; Hui ‘Imi Advisory Council; OHA; 
Economic Development.  Reconvenes and repurposes the Hui ‘Imi advisory council 
and requires the advisory council to conduct a study on the state of Hawaiian small 
business in Hawaii and to submit a report of its findings to the legislature. 2/14 
EDB/OMH recommended passage on second reading and referred to FIN. 
 
(M) SB328, proposal for a constitutional amendment to amend the timeframe to 
renew the term of office of a justice or judge and require consent of the senate for a 
justice or judge to renew a term of office. (Carryover from 2017) 
 
(O) SB673, SD1, proposal for amendments to the Constitution of the State of Hawaii 
relating to the appointment and retention of justices and judges. Authorizes the 
senate to approve or reject subsequent terms of office for justices and judges, etc. 
Opposed.  (Carryover from 2017) 
  
(S) HB863 HD1 Requires the Judiciary to post information including the state 
constitution, on its websites in both English and Hawaiian. Appropriates funds.  
(Carryover from 2017)  

LANGUAGE 

(S) SB2970, Hawaiian Language; Dept of Education; Ka Papahana Kaiapuni 
Program; University of Hawaii; Appropriation.  Appropriates funds to the UH at 
Manoa, UH at Hilo, and Ka Papahana Kaiapuni program to collaborate to establish 
professional qualifications and develop training programs for the Ka Papahana 
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Kaiapuni program’s staff.  2/15 Reported from HWN/HRE (Stand. Com. Rep. No. 
2349) with recommendation of passage on Second Reading, as amended (SD 1) and 
referral to WAM. 
 
(S) HB 2438 RELATING TO THE HAWAIIAN LANGUAGE. 
Makes knowledge of the Hawaiian language a desirable qualification for all state 
positions.  Requires all public information officers of the State to have basic skills in 
the Hawaiian language.  Requires the University of Hawaii to develop and implement a 
program to translate public documents, including the State Constitution, into the 
Hawaiian language.  Makes an appropriation. 2/6/18, OMRH passed with amendment. 
 
(S) HB1943 HD1, SB2511 SD1 Relating to Language Access.  Appropriates funds 
for the establishment of two full-time equivalent permanent program specialist 
positions within the office of language access to assist state agencies and stated-
funded agencies in implementing the requirements of Hawaii’s language access law.   
2/16 HB 1943 Bill scheduled to be heard by FIN on Friday, 02-16-18 4:00PM in House 
conference room 308.  2/9 Reported from CPH with recommendation of passage of 
SB2511 SD1 on second reading and referral to WAM. 
 
(S) SB2687, Relating to Hawaiian Language.  Appropriates funds to the University 
of Hawaii to translate the Hawaii State Constitution into the Hawaiian language. 
1/30 The committees on HRE and JDC passed with amendments. 

(S) HB1264, SB643 Hawaiian Language; Government Documents.  Clarifies that 
Hawaiian shall be required for public acts and transactions beginning on January 1, 
2020.  Requires that upon request by a member of the public for the Hawaiian 
language version, the public officer having the care and custody of a government 
record, paper, or document shall make all reasonable efforts to make it available in 
Hawaiian. Jan 2018, introduced. 

(S) SB643, Hawaiian Language; Letterhead,; Documents; Symbols; Emblems; 
Government Documents.  Requires all newly created, replaced, or reprinted state 
and county letterheads, documents, symbols and emblems to include accurate, 
appropriate, and authentic Hawaiian names and language.  Establishes references 
for accurate, appropriate, and authentic Hawaiian names and words, including 
proper Hawaiian spelling and punctuation.  Effective 3/9/2092 (SD2)  (Carryover 
from 2017) 

(S) SB560 SD1 HD1/HB1303, Appropriates funds to the University of Hawai‘i to 
translate the Hawai‘i state constitution into the Hawaiian language. (Carryover from 
2017) 

(S) SB848, Hawaiian Language College; University of Hawaii at Hilo; Hawaiian 
Language Medium General Education Coursework Pilot Project; Hawaiian 
Language Instruction Implementation Plan.  Expands the Hawaiian Language 
College’s functions.  Authorizes a Hawaiian language medium general education 
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coursework pilot project.  Supports the development of an implementation plan for 
Hawaiian language instruction throughout the University of Hawaii system.  
Requires the UH to report to the legislature each year with information about 
efforts to implement education taught through the Hawaiian language.  (SB848, 
HD2) (Carryover from 2017) 

(M) SB3059, UH at Hilo; Hawaiian Language; Ka Haka ‘Ula O Ke’elikolani; 
Appropriation.  Requires and appropriates funds to the UH at Hilo to, in 
collaboration with faculty, staff, and other partners, update and strengthen the 
plans for full development of Ka Haka’Ula O Ke’elikolani. 1/18 Introduced 

(S) SB2864, HB2643 Hawaiian Language; Biingual Traffic Signage; Dept of 
Transportation; Counties; Appropriation.  Requires the Dept of Transportation to 
conduct a pilot project, in cooperation with one or more counties, to include the 
Hawaiian language on traffic signs on state and county lands of the participating 
counties.  Appropriates funds for the execution of the pilot project.  1/18 Introduced 

OCEAN MANAGEMENT 
 
(M) HB1723 HD1, Relating to Marine Life Protection, Establishes a working group 
to identify high priority areas that are in need of marine protection management for 
potential designation as marine protected areas.  2/15 Reported from OMH (Stand. 
Com. Rep. No. 519-18) as amended in HD 1, recommending passage on Second Reading 
and referral to FIN. 
 
(M) SB2315, Department of the Attorney General; Hawaiian Shoreline Public 
Access Rights.  Creates a division within the Department of the Attorney General to 
provide legal advice regarding Hawaiian shoreline public access rights. 1/18 
Introduced 
 
HB121, HD3 SD 1, Relating to Ocean Management, establishes the 
Papahanaumokuakea Marine National Monument Program within DLNR-DAR to 
coordinate and fulfill the state’s role and responsibilities in co-managing the 
Papahanaumokuakea Marine National Monument with federal authorities.   
(Carryover from 2017) 
 
(S) HB450, HD1, SD1, Relating to Coral.  Requires UH to conduct a study on the 
effects of sunscreen on Hawaii’s coral reefs.  Appropriates funds.  (Carryover from 
2017) 
 
(M) HB861, HD2 SD1 Relating to Community-Based Subsistence Fishing Areas.  
Establishes a goal for the DLNR to designate and adopt rules for the management of no 
fewer than four community-based subsistence fishing areas by December 31, 2020.  
Establishes designation process and rule requirements. CHANGED TO READ:   
Requires DLNR to adopt rules for a community-based subsistence fishing area within 
two years of receipt of a proposal. Establishes annual reporting requirement. E(Carryover 
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from 2017)  (NOTE:  Community-based fisheries management can help restore and 
sustain Hawai‘i’s nearshore resources, and perpetuate the cultural lifestyles and values 
that rely upon their health.) 
 
SOVEREIGNTY 
 
(M) HB219, Sovereign Immunity; Trespass onto Public Property.  Asserts sovereign 
immunity from torts arising from trespass onto public property.  (Carryover from 
2017) 
 
(M) HB1297, Relating to Hawaiian Sovereignty, provides that the State shall 
support a model of sovereignty and self-governance chosen by the Hawaiian people 
that complies with federal and state law.  (Carryover from 2017) 
 
OTHER 
 
(M) HB 2541 SB 3015 Relating to Elections.  Enacts voting by mail uniformly across 
all counties for all elections commencing in 2020 and allows any election to be 
conducted by mail prior to the 2020 primary election, in whole or in part, as 
determined by the chief election officer or county clerk, as appropriate, etc.   
2/13 The House committee on JUD recommended that the measure be PASSED, WITH 
AMENDMENTS.  No hearing yet on SB 3015. (In 2017, bill was HB1401 HD1, SD1) 
 
(M) HB290, HD1, Clarifies the powers and duties of the State Ethics Commission; 
increases fines for ethics violations. Restores protection for legislators when 
carrying out a legislative function. Clarifies what is an expenditure for lobbyists and 
what is considered lobbying. Amends requirements for filing statements of 
expenditures. (HB290 HD1)  
(Carryover from 2017) 
 
(M) HB1295, HD1, Establishes a Commission on Criminal Justice and Sentencing 
Reform in the Governor's Office to develop sentencing and corrections policies to 
reduce the State's incarcerated population. Allows the Commission to make 
recommendations on moving or constructing a correctional facility to comply with 
federal guidelines and to modernize to enhance effective rehabilitation programs. 
Requires the Commission to develop a plan to reduce spending on corrections and 
reinvest into strategies to increase public safety and reduce recidivism. (HB1295 
HD1) (Carryover from 2017) 
 
(M) HB436 HD1, Relating to Propeller Guards.  Requires all motorized recreational 
vessels operating in nearshore waters to have properly functioning propeller guards.  
(Carryover from 2017) 
 
(M) HB439, Provides that all applicants for a new or renewed driver's license, 
provisional license, instructional permit, or civil identification card must either 
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clearly decline to register to vote or fill out the voter affidavit on their application 
before their application can be processed. (Carryover from 2017) 
 
(M) SB811, Relating to Voting, Beginning on January 1, 2018, requires that any 
person who is eligible to vote and applies for a new or renewed motor vehicle 
driver's license, provisional license, instruction permit, limited purpose driver's 
license, limited purpose provisional driver's license, limited purpose instruction 
permit, or identification card shall be automatically registered to vote if that person 
is not already registered to vote; provided that upon receipt of notification from the 
respective county clerk the applicant shall have twenty-one calendar days to opt-out 
of automatic voter registration. Makes an appropriation.  (Carryover from 2017) 
. 
(M) SB302/HB245, Relating to Voting, Requires that any person who is eligible to 
vote and applies for a new or renewal motor vehicle driver's license, provisional 
license, or instruction permit, or a new, renewal, or duplicate identification card be 
automatically registered to vote if that person is not already registered to vote unless 
the applicant affirmatively declines to be registered to vote. Authorizes access to and 
electronic transmission of databases maintained or operated by the counties or the 
department of transportation containing driver's license or identification card 
information to election officials and the statewide voter registration system. 
(Carryover from 2017) 
 
(M) HB 2552, SB2231 Relating to Voting.  Establishes an automatic voter 
registration system in Hawaii by allowing all applicants for a driver’s license, 
provisional license, instruction permit, or civil identification card to either clearly 
decline to register to vote or fill out the voter affidavit on their application at the 
time their application is processed.  2/15, no hearing yet scheduled. 
 


